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Exploration in the Unit 

Engage  Open  
Immerse  

Initiating  
 
Students may experience feeling of uncertainty.   

In this stage of the guided inquiry process, the purpose is to ‘set the tone and direction of the inquiry’ (Kuhlthau et al, 2012).  Through this stage, you 
need to create interest and generate curiosity.  Students are introduced to the question ‘Where are all the animals?’ through the use of a stimulus and 
introduced to the Science content. Students will share their ideas and generate initial inquiry questions they would like to answer during the unit.  They 
will also be immersed in the content of the inquiry to build their knowledge and understanding.  
 
Student will engage in scaffolded lessons during this stage of the inquiry to build their confidence and develop their understanding of key content.  
Working collaboratively as a group will build confidence and interest in the inquiry question.   
  

Explore Immerse 
Explore 

Selection 
 
Students will experience optimism and still have 
vague ideas.  
They will seek information and explore the inquiry 
questions.  

In this phase of the process, students will experience the concept, investigate and solve problems.  Kuhlthau et al (2012) explains that it is essential to 
guide students to connect with content and discuss interesting ideas they would like to explore further.  Students will be exploring what habitats are and 
how they meet the needs of living things, learn about life cycles of different living things and exploring the impact that change can have on living things.   
 
This stage will also have the students browsing through information to find out about habitats and add questions to the KWL that they would like to 
explore.  Students will reflect on the new information and share their learnings with the class.  Kuhlthau et al (2012) states that is the teachers’ job to 
guide the students through this stage to help them create meaningful questions.   

Explain Identify 
Gather  

Selection 
Exploration 
 
Can feel optimistic at clarifying questions but also 
frustrated when sorting and refining information.  

During the explain stage, you introduce conceptual tools that can be used to interpret and evaluate information, construct explanations, share ideas, 
construct multi-modal explanations and learn the scientific explanations (PrimaryConnections). Students will still be information gathering but will be 
looking specifically at Endangered animals in Australia and choosing the animals that they will investigate.  
 
During this stage, students will continue gathering information about endangered animals and generate the questions they will research on their 
endangered animal.  The main task during this stage will be for students to generate the key inquiry questions from the information they have learnt.  
The key task of the Identify phase is to develop meaningful inquiry questions (Kuhlthau et al, 2012).    

Elaborate Identify 
Gather 
Create 

Formulation 
Collection  
 
There will be clarity for students as they have 
chosen their question and have a clear sense of 
direction for what they need to do for their inquiry.  

During this stage, students are given the opportunity to gather information from a variety of sources for their inquiry question.  They will need to 
evaluate if the sources they find are relevant and provide them with the information they need.   
 
The teaching team will guide the students in a structured approach to managing their search – in this instance some information will be provided by the 
teacher, and students will be able to find some themselves.  Providing some information and data will elevate stress for some students and help them 
stay on track with the inquiry.   
 
They will also create their multimodal presentation to share the information they have learnt about their endangered animal.   Communication what 
they have learnt helps students to demonstrate their learning in the inquiry and construct their own understandings (Kuhthlau et al, 2012).  Students will 
have the opportunity to decide how they would like to present their information that includes key features.   

Evaluate Create  
Share  
Evaluate 

Presentation 
 
  

This stage is important for students to review and reflect on their new learning, understanding and skills (PrimaryConnections).  They will refer back to 
the questions created during the inquiry and will also share their learning with not only their peers but also the wider community.   It is the culminating 
phase of the inquiry and students will learn from each other as they experience what they have created and learnt.  This collaborative learning is 
important as all students can learn content from each other (Kuhlthau et al, 2012).  
 
They will also evaluate what they have learnt against the KWL chart they started at the beginning of the inquiry.  They will reflect on the questions they 
have answered and unpack what they know now.   
 
Students will also self-assess how they engaged in the inquiry process and discuss not only their learning but how they influenced their own learning.  
This needs to take place as the inquiry and content in fresh in their minds (Kuhthlau et al, 2012).    
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